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Overall information

• Project: Twinning to address the PFAS challenge in Serbia 

• Acronym: PFAStwin

• Project leader: Vladimir BEŠKOSKI, University of Belgrade, 
Faculty of Chemistry

• Financed by: Horizon Europe, Widening participation and 
spreading excellence 

• Budget: 1,182,431.25 € 

• Duration: 3 years

• Project start date: September 1th 2022



Twinning to address the PFAS challenge 
in Serbia – PFAStwin

The Spanish National Research Council (CSIC) Bureau de Recherches Géologiques et Minières



Strengthening the capacity UBFC in the field of state of the art PFAS analysis and bioremediation
Rising the capacities to mitigate the PFAS pollutions and develop innovative strategies for solving the most
challenging environmental problems.

Overall objective 



https://www.microsaic.com/environmental-analysis/pfas/

https://www.berkeywater.com/news/black-berkey-purification-elements-the-
final-barrier-against-pfoa-and-other-pfcs-in-drinking-water/

PFAS are surface-active compounds 
(surfactants) with extremely low surface 
tensions, and they repel water, fat and 

dirt.

https://www.microsaic.com/environmental-analysis/pfas/
https://www.berkeywater.com/news/black-berkey-purification-elements-the-final-barrier-against-pfoa-and-other-pfcs-in-drinking-water/


Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)

???
More than 9,000 PFAS have been identified!!!

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/pfas/default.html

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/pfas/default.html


PFAS in Serbia



• Scientific strategy and action plan for dealing with PFAS

WP1

• Training courses at CSIC and BRGM

• Summer Schools at UBFC, CSIC, BRGM

WP2

• Monitoring of PFAS and risk assessment 

• PFAS (bio)degradation studies

WP3

• Capacity building of Grant office at UBFC

WP4

• Dissemination activites (popular lectures, social media and website, conferences)

• Workshop

WP5

• Management

WP6



Implementation

• Budget changes

• Amendments

• Any requested change/deviation should not lower the impact and results
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Phytoremediation for in situ treatment of agricultural soil and 
surface waters polluted with per- and 

polyfluoroalkyl substances – research on PFOS and PFOA as 
model compounds
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Overall information

• Project: Phytoremediation for in situ treatment of agricultural 
soil and surface waters polluted with per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances – research on PFOS and PFOA as model compounds

• Acronym: PhytoPFAS

• Project leader: Vladimir BEŠKOSKI, University of Belgrade, 
Faculty of Chemistry

• Financed by: Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia, Green 
program of cooperation between science and industry

• Budget: 20,550,713.62 RSD /// 174,158.59 EUR

• Duration: 2 years

• Project start date: May 15th 2023



Participants



Overall objective
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